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» WASHINGTON, DC — Chairman and CEO Ronald D.

Sugar has called for a national initiative to transform the vast
amounts of global climate data being collected by
various earth observation systems into the practi-
cal, decision-quality knowledge needed to address
the challenges of global climate change. “It may

well be time to take the next step — to create a

Ay higher-level structural mechanism, under govern-
By Frank Warren ment leadership, which builds on our scientific
successes to date,” said Sugar. “What I am calling for is for the
new administration to undertake a national initiative to leverage
those investments to provide broad access to decision-quality
climate knowledge. This is a really hard problem, but the pay-

off will be enormous.”

Mission Systems Sector (NGMS)

) HUNTSVILLE, AL — NGMS’s advanced fire control products
played a key role today in the most challenging test to date of the
nation’s Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) system, the
nation’s only defense against long-range ballistic missiles. In the
system’s first intercept test using multiple sensors (past tests have
used only one sensor) to track and hit a live target, the GMD fire
control products integrated data from several globally-dispersed
sensors to help coordinate the overall engagement sequence
and more precisely track and ultimately destroy the target. In
addition, Northrop Grumman’s command launch equipment

software effectively launched the interceptor.

Continued on Page 6

The TRA membership base contains the names, addresses, phone numbers,
and email addresses of all our members, past and present. It is used to tally
reservations for TRA events as well as a mailing list for our No Name Gazette.

And for a list of approximately 3000 active members, it is remarkably up

to date. A few errors do creep in, however, and we do our best to correct

these. To understand a bit about how presorted (bulk) mail is addressed,
read on.

TRA hires a mailing service agency (Perry Mailing) to address and mail
the NNG. This is a tremendous advantage to TRA; besides saving both
on postage (averaging 24.7¢ per newsletter), it saves on labor. And we are
allowed to go up to 3.3067 oz. per newsletter at this rate. To automate the
mailing process, the U. S. Postal Service (USPS) has also greatly complicated
it. For instance, our printer delivers three or four boxes of printed and folded
NNGs to Perry Mailing. Then Perry Mailing has to:

1) Check all the addresses for accuracy. The USPS maintains a list of
all viable mail delivery addresses in the United States. Perry Mailing
subscribes to a service that sends them this list, and they check every
address in our list against this master list. Fourteen of the addresses in
the November mailing did not pass this check, but the software reduced
this number to seven.

2) Print mailing labels with address and barcode and paste them on the
newsletter

3) Place the newsletters in USPS trays based on their zips and rates. Since
we have so many members in Southern California, this qualifies us for
a lower rate than those NNGs going to the Midwest, for example. The
November mailing was divided into about 18 trays, with the newsletters
all going to the same zip code costing just 22.5¢ each. The seven NNGs
with incorrect addresses went out in a separate tray at 42¢.

4) Deliver the 18 trays to the Lomita CA bulk mail terminal.

In spite of all these precautions, with each mailing we receive 12-15
returns for a variety of reasons. Only about 50% of these are repeatable,
just mistakes by the USPS. TRA makes every effort to correct the incorrect
addresses, using tools such as White Pages and Reverse Lookup. Still, as of
the November mailing, our list of incorrect addresses is down to just those
of three retirees. They are:

Jim Cooper, Apache Circle, Torrance, CA

Joan Hetzel, Inglewood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA

Richard L. Coles, Martinez Dr., San Miguel, CA

Please contact TRA at PO. Box 1276, Redondo Beach, CA 90278
or by email at tra@tra-spacepark.org if you can supply the correct address
for any of these.
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July 7-18, 2009 Our future plans:
12 Day Alaska Tour-Cruise March 9-11, 2009
or Laughlin — Betty Kay Addis 310-379-6988
July 12-18, 2009 Spring or Fall, 2009
7 Day Alaska Cruise European River Cruise — Jay Seidman, 818-343-5171
Tour-Cruise: Anchorage, Mt. McKinley/Denali (3 nts), Whittier Neither smoking nor alcoholic beverages are
(board ship). permitted upon our buses.

Cruise Only: Anchorage/Whittier, College Fjord, Glacier Bay, The Travel Committee meets the 3rd Thursday of
Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan, Disembark Vancouver. Tour-Cruise: ~ €ach month at 12:30 p.m. in £2/1200.

$2,625.62 (inside), $3045.62 (ocean view obstructed), and
$3,765.62 (balcony) ppdo.

Cruise Only: $1,208.25 (inside), $1,618.25 (ocean
view obstructed), and $2,388.25 (balcony) ppdo.
Includes taxes, fees, transfers and insurance. Does not include air

We would appreciate it if you would contact the identified coordi-
nator for more information. For comments or suggestions, includ-
ing specific destinations or events, please contact Jay Seidman at

818-343-5171 or jayandjerry@sbcglobal.net.

Qurrently about $650.00).Jay Seidman, 818-343-5171 j

Letters to the Editor
Pioneers 10 and 11

The No Name Gazette is the official publication of TRA. It is published

seven times a year,

Seaff I really enjoyed your excellent article on TRW'’s Pioneers 10 and |
Al Hausrath, Editor. 11 in the recent NNG. The flight path anomaly may have already
Bob Crowe, Roving Reporter. been explained.

"~ Frank Warren, Contributing Editor Astronomers had long predicted the universe’s expansion
Tom Carroll, Kathy Hanken, Roger Harmon, Mary Holcomb, and Del would ultimately slow and eventually start contracting under the

Suarez, Photographers.

influence of gravity. But along comes astrophysicist Adam Riess
Lee Rathbone, Athena Christe, and Karin Petersen, Copy

of Johns Hopkins U. to discover, from his observations, that the

Editors. expansion is actually accelerating, not slowing. He conjectures the
force of gravity is being overcome by dark energy that makes up
72% of the universe (4% is observable mass, 24% is dark matter).
Importa nt conta cts for I'm just guessing the Pioneer flight path software didn’t have this
- effect incorporated.
Retl rees Al Connarn Pisgah Forest, NC
Northrop Grumman Benefits Center . .
www.benefits.northropgrumman.com TRW Anniversary Pins
Select “Retiree Connection” Aloha TRA,
Or by phone: 800-894-4194 Someone from TRW just sent me an e-mail with the subject “TRW
Here you can get help on health benefits, pensions, Pins”. I didn’t keep my mailwasher from deleting the mail before I
savings, and to report a death. It's all voice activated, recognized I should have kept it.
so just listen to the instructions and answer the first The only thing I can think it might be about is whether or not
few questions to reach a representative. these anniversary pins are gold, yes and diamonds, yes. Though the
Express Scripts (Rx) diamonds are small, they are of the highest quality. The red stones
Www.express-scripts.com are not tubies.
800-655-1971 The company I purchased these from is:

O.C.TANNER

. . 1930 South State Street
Northrop Grumman Benefits Services .

- 800-537-7694 - I}rlltténs ch.m;om)tf dlsas}tler, people mlcgih.tf be setl}lll.ngl;( such thul;gs.
One Space Park, S/2451 might be of interest to other owners and if you think so, maybe a

Redondo Beach, CA 90278 short piece in the NNG.

Bobbie Love, Kapaa, Kauai, HI
S P S ST P R el I PO N S A A S|

























